




The December Book Sale is coming up on Friday, December 2 from 
3:00-7:00 p.m. and Saturday, December 3 from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  
Featured this time will be NEW books, games, puzzles and CDs 
suitable for gift-giving.  The table in the Basement will have many 
beautiful “coffee-table” books on cooking, art, history, sports and 
popular culture.  Many children’s and teen books will be for sale, 
including holiday titles and a complete set of hardbound “The Mortal 
Instruments” series. There also will be a very attractive International 
Collector’s Library with classic literature titles in a “Marie Antoinette” 
binding, and The Louis L’Amour Collection of Western fiction.  We have 
many of the popular 2016 fiction and nonfiction titles too.
The Parking Lot will have many boxes of Bargain Books, both fiction 
and non-fiction, for only $1.00 each.  Children’s books will be from 25 
cents - $1.00 and small paperbacks 5/$1.00.  Also look for the colorful 
Collier’s Junior Classics for Children and teacher materials.
Opportunities abound for individuals, Scout troops, or school/church 
service clubs to earn volunteer service credit by helping out at the Book 
Sale.  Please call Martha Troedson at 355-0650 to volunteer.  See you 
at the Book Sale!

BEST USED BOOK SALE

LIBRARY DISPLAY CASE
In December, the display case will feature the Sierra Madre 
Rose Float Association’s Rose Parade entry “The Cat’s Away…”

PARTNERS PROGRAM                                                                                                 
Sincere thanks to Nina & Clem Bartolai, Toni Buckner and Carolyn & 
David Thomas for renewing their annual commitment to the Partners.  
We appreciate your continuing care for our Library. 
Welcome to our new Partner, Alejandro T. Komai - we look forward to 
meeting you. We thank you for your membership and participation in 
the Partners’ efforts to support our Library.
 The Lighted Recognition Board is now updated and on display in 
the Library - please stop by and find your name(s) and/or consider 
becoming a Partner.  
Thanks to all for your support this past year!  HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

MARY TUMILTY ENDOWMENT FUND                                                                                                 
Two donations have been given to Mary’s Fund during the month of 
November. One in memory of Barbara Grippi from her niece, Cheryl 
M. House, who lives in Tucson, Arizona. Thank you, Cheryl.  Barbara 
will be missed - she was a longtime member of the Friends and a staff 
member at the Library for many years.  Thank you, also, to Ellen F. 
O’Leary & Jeffrey J. Plaut for your donation.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES                                                                                                 
The holidays are upon us – a time for giving.  Would you consider 
giving some of your time and help support the Library by serving on 
one of the Friends various committees?
There are 3 major fund-raising events this year:
      - A bi-monthly Best Used Book Sale
      - The 47th Annual Wine & Cuisine Tasting
      - The 55th Annual Art Fair
Along with our fund-raisers, there are also opportunities to serve on 
various committees such as Publicity, Archives, Board Development, 
Membership, Newsletter and Volunteer Development.
We hope that you will think seriously of volunteering some of your 
time and talents to assist us in these activities that not only benefit the 
Library but our community as well.
For more information, please stop by the Library and pick up a 
Friends Membership form, Volunteer Opportunity flyer, or contact 
Connie Wortham, Volunteer Development Chairperson, at 351-9260 
or clwortham_4@msn.com. You can also visit our website, www.
sierramadrelibraryfriends.org for details.
 

This month’s review is by 
Tom Tomlinson

Siracusa
By Delia Ephron
 

My wife Corrine and I spent three weeks in Sicily recently; four of 
those days were in the ancient yet oh so modern city of Siracusa. 
We enjoyed the city, its church fashioned from a Greek Temple 
of Apollo, an expansive, lively piazza, surrounded in layers by 
close, dark, medieval streets, and finally by the rich blue of the 
Ionian Sea.  Like many such European cities, the contusions 
of time are mixed with the irritations of the contemporary: too 
many cars on streets too narrow for them, too much exhaust, 
trash everywhere, dog scat: you get the picture, the city is a 
mess of the present negotiating with its past; in short, with of 
the messiness of life, an awkward balance of the present and 
the past; Siracusa is an ideal locale for Ephron’s exploration of 
the marriages of two couples who on a whim, chose to vacation 
together in Rome and Siracusa.  
Michael and Lizzie, a married couple, travel with their friends 
Taylor and Finn and their ten year old daughter Snow to 
Siracusa.  Things unravel quickly as the differences in the adults 
cause friction among them and especially within each marriage; 
like the historic layers of the city that are evident yet somehow 
unnoticed in the daily life of the place.  But when noticed, the 
historic experiences of each couple, like that of Siracusa, take 
on renewed life challenging each character to wonder how he or 
she decided to come to Siracusa and why he or she chose to be 
married to each other.
Ephron’s story is told in alternating chapters by each character 
clearly after their Siracusian experiences.  Clever tactic this, 
enabling us to marvel at how each character experiences 
differently common events, even the nuanced ways in which 
Taylor, Finn, Michael and Lizzie see and describe the world 
around them.  Ephron, sister of the late Nora Ephron, is a prolific 
author, having mastered many genres including novels, non-
fiction, film scripts, and plays.
Travel is, among other things, an engagement in stress 
management, a kind of volitional neurosis exacerbated or 
soothed by a person’s tolerance for the new, the strange; it is 
a negotiated settlement between one’s efforts to control the 
tension provoked by that which is different or to embrace the 
difference.  For some travel is an elixir; for others an exercise in 
heightened control.   Irrespective of how one travels with others, 
all travelers are wise to heed Ernest Hemingway’s counsel found 
in A Movable Feast.  Reflecting on a trip he made in France in the 
1920s with F. Scott Fitzgerald, Hemingway told his wife at the 
time that a person should only travel with someone he/she loves.
Hemingway would not have been surprised at Ephron’s turbulent 
ending; given the development of her characters, he would have 
expected it. As for me, I like to think that Hemingway would have 
been pleased with Corrine’s and my trip to Sicily and especially 
our days in Siracusa.  We travel well together.
CALL # STATUS: NEW FICTION EPHRON 
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Read, Discover, Connect @ Sierra Madre Public Library

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

DECEMBER
12/1	       ALL DAY Children’s Walk-in Crafts
12/2	 3:00-7:00 p.m. 	Best Used Book Sale
12/3	 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Best Used Book Sale
12/3	 10:00 a.m.-12 Noon Local History Tour 
               (Richardson House Museum)
12/5 	 10:00 a.m.	 Storytime
12/6	 10:00 a.m.	 Baby Rhyme Time
12/7	 4:00 p.m.	 Teen Book Club
12/7 	 7:00 p.m.	 Storytime
12/8	 3:30 p.m.	 Barks & Books
12/12	 10:00 a.m.	 Storytime
12/13	 10:00 a.m.	 Baby Rhyme Time
12/14	 4:00 p.m.	 Teen Book Club
12/14 	 7:00 p.m.	 Storytime
12/14 	 7:00 p.m. 	 Library Trustees Meeting
12/15 	 11:00 a.m.	 3rd Thursday Book Club
12/15	 4:00 p.m.	 STEAM Club for Children
12/19	 10:00 a.m.	 Storytime
12/19 	 5:00-8:00 p.m. 	Adult Coloring Night
12/20 	 5:00-8:00 p.m. 	Board Game Night
12/20	 10:00 a.m.	 Baby Rhyme Time
12/21	 4:00 p.m.	 Teen Book Club
12/21 	 7:00 p.m.	 Mini Rose Float Building
12/21	      NO Friends Board Meeting
12/22 	    12 Noon-2:00 p.m. Gingerbread Jamboree
12/23	 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  LIBRARY OPEN                                                                        
12/24 to 1/3  LIBRARY CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS                                                   
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Closed Sundays and Holidays

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME                                                                                      
Join children, parents, and caregivers for stories, songs, puppets, and crafts on Mondays 
at 10:00 a.m. and Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

BABY RHYME TIME                                                                                                   
Designed just for babies and their caregiver, this fun program introduces children to songs 
and stories. Please join us Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. 
TEEN BOOK CLUB                                                                                                   
Teens in grades 7-12 are invited to join the Teen Book Club which meets Wednesday 
afternoons from 4:00-5:00 p.m. during the school year. The Book Club enjoys free books, 
snacks, and games while meeting other students, sharing ideas, and making friends. 
BARKS AND BOOKS                                                                                                  
Children in grades K-3 read to a gentle dog on Thursday, December 8 at 3:30 p.m. and 
the second Thursday of every month. 
This reading enrichment program makes reading fun, boosts children’s confidence and 
encourages respectful treatment of animals. Reading to dogs about dogs helps children 
realize that animals experience emotions similar to their own and that they have needs 
like humans. 
Specially trained dogs are from the Companion Animal Program sponsored by the 
Pasadena Humane Society & SPCA.
SIERRA MADRE HISTORICAL ARCHIVES 
Explore local history in the Library archives, jointly owned and maintained by the Sierra 
Madre Historical Preservation Society and the Library. For research assistance, please 
call 626-355-7186.


