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SNOWFLAKE COMMUNITY GATHERING 
On Saturday, December 3, the Friends of the Sierra Madre Library held their first Snowflake Community Gathering. We hosted parents, 
children of all ages, grandparents, and interested townspeople that wanted to help support our Library. There were areas where all 
participants could decorate cookies, make their own snowflakes, get their faces painted by one of our own talented artists, meet and 
take pictures with some of the Sierra Madre Rose Parade Princesses and the Snowflake Princess, make a snowflake donation from 
our special tree, and purchase balloons that held wonderful gift certificates! There were refreshments, music and a chance to meet 
others in our town that support the Friends of the Library in so many different ways. 

We had several Business Sponsors that helped to support this event: Nano’s Restaurant, Nothing Bundt Cakes, Raffi’s Catering, Savor 
the Flavor, Century 21 Sierra Madre, and E. Waldo Ward. Individual Sponsors: Andy & Julie Bencosme, Susan Gallagher, Janet & Keith 
Gillespie, Jeanne Martin, John & Margaret Quigley, Vicky Ryan, Dr. Diane Sands, Dr. Barry & Leslie Ziff, and the Sierra Madre Library 
Board of Trustees. Our Snowflake Tree Donors: Jane Zamanzadeh, Eric Moomjean, Iris Beauchamp, Tzvetelin Petrov, Shannon King 
& Frank Moore, Barbie Bevington and Joe Capoccia. 

A special thanks to our wonderful committee that coordinated the entire event: Susan Gallagher, Beth Kerns, Jeanne Martin, Vicky 
Ryan and Leslie Ziff. We are proud to announce that our 1st Snowflake Gathering was able to raise over $1,400 to help the Friends of 
The Library in supporting the materials our Library will need for this coming year’s programs and supplies.

Sierra Madre Princesses Lina Wallgren,  
Jessica Allen, Lauren Kong; Snowflake Princess 

Susan Gallagher

Trustees Catherine Adde, Susan Gallagher, 
Diane Sands (our talented face painter)

Friends President Julie Bencosme, Event Chair 
Leslie Ziff , Board Member Marcielle Brandler 

making snowflakes

Guests had a great time decorating cookies! The Snowflake Donation Tree  
(thank you donors!)



SPECIAL EVENTS 
SNOWFLAKE HUNT 

Every snowflake is unique but we’ve got one that keeps moving 
around the Library from Tuesday, January 3 to Tuesday, January 
31. Can you help us find the snowflake? Each day it’s in a different 
location. Tell the front desk where the snowflake drifted to today 
and you get to pick something special from our prize basket.  

WALK THIS WAY STORY ADVENTURE 
Stretch your legs at Memorial Park while engaging in some early 
literacy, with a new picture book featured every other week. 
Beginning on Tuesday, January 3 is Stick and Stone by Beth Ferry, 
beginning on Tuesday, January 17 is Water is Water by Miranda 
Paul, and beginning on Monday, January 30 is On Meadowview 
Street by Henry Cole. These titles are sponsored by the Friends of 
the Sierra Madre Public Library. 

DROP IN WINTER ART  
On Tuesday, January 3 stop by the Library to get your craft on! We 
will have a plethora of art supplies available to craft a winter 
wonderland all day long. No registration required. 

FAMILY FORT BUILDING  
Got blankets and pillows? Bring them and your school-age kids to 
the Library on Friday, January 6 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. where 
they can use their imagination to build with boxes and blankets. The 
Library will supply lots of boxes and a few blankets but participants 
are encouraged to bring more. No registration required. 

CRAFT IT!: WINTER WARMER BEAR  
On Saturday, January 7 at 11:00 a.m. create a Winter Warmer 
Bear with rice and a pair of socks. All material provided, while 
supplies last. 

DIGITAL SERVICES MEET AND GREET 
On Saturday, January 7 from 12:00 noon – 2:00 p.m. learn all about 
our free digital services available with your library card. Not only 
do we have Libby for eBooks and audiobooks, but you can take 
online courses, help build your resume, and engage in LinkedIn 
career training all for free with your library card. Drop in and learn 
how to navigate these services and more!  

CRICUT WORKSHOP 
On Wednesday, January 11 at 6:00 p.m. learn to use the Cricut with 
a Library staff member. No registration required.  

MEDITATION MORNING 
Start the new year relaxed and calm with meditation in the Library. 
Vanessa Quinterro will help you calm and center yourself on 
Saturday, January 14 at 9:00 a.m. No registration required.  

3D PRINTING BASICS 
Learn how we do our in-Library 3D prints in this beginner workshop 
on Saturday, January 21 at 12:00 noon. In-person, at the Library. 
No registration required. 

SEWING MACHINE BASICS 
Learn sewing basics with the Library’s sewing machine on Monday, 
January 23 at 6:00 p.m. OR Wednesday, January 25 at 2:00 p.m. 
In-person, at the Library. Limited spaces available. Call 626-355-7186 
to register. 

3D PRINTING WORKSHOP 
Learn the skills needed to independently use the Library's 3D printer 
on Saturday, January 24 at 6:00 p.m. Limited spaces available. Call 
626-355-7186 to register. 

MUSIC AND MINDFULNESS: CELLIST 
MICHELLE BEAUCHESNE 

Take a relaxing break and stop in for some calming music to soothe 
the soul with cellist Michelle Beauchesne on Saturday, January 28 
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. No registration required. 

PIXELATED ART  
On Monday, January 30 at 3:30 p.m. school-age kids can get 
creative with perler/fuse beads and create their own pixelated art. 
No registration required.  

WEEKLY PROGRAMS 
PRESCHOOL STORYTIME AT MEMORIAL PARK 
Preschool Storytime is at Memorial Park on Mondays in January at 
10:00 a.m. (No Preschool Storytime on January 2 and January 16). 
Kids, Ages 3-5, can engage with stories, songs, and more – all 
outdoors. Call the Library at 626-355-7186 to register and for more 
information. 

BABY RHYME TIME AT MEMORIAL PARK 
Join us at Memorial Park on Thursdays in January at 9:00 a.m. Baby 
Rhyme Time is for families with little ones from Birth to Age 2. 
Children will engage with songs, stories, and more – all outdoors. 
Call the Library at 626-355-7186 to register and for more information. 

MONTHLY PROGRAMS 
BOARD LIBRARY TEENS 

Calling all teens! Help the Library plan appropriate teen events 
while serving your community. Join the Board Library Teens on 
Wednesday, January 4 at 4:00 p.m. and volunteer for service hours 
the first Wednesday of every month during the school year. 

TEEN SNACKCHAT 
Are you a teen who loves to chat about books and eat snacks? 
Then come to the Library for Snackchat on Wednesday, January 
11 at 4:00 p.m. In January, we’ll be discussing Aru Shah and the 
End of Time by Roshani Chokshi and handing out copies of our 
next book. 

TAILS AND TALES 
On Thursday, January 12 from 3:30–4:30 p.m. school age children 
will get the chance to improve their reading skills by reading a book 
to a therapy dog in the Library. Special thanks to Love on a Leash 
and Pet Partners for sharing their animals with us.  

ANIME AFTERNOON 
Teens and tweens, watch an anime series together on Wednesday, 
January 18 at 4:00 p.m. You’ll even get a free first volume of the 
manga and of course there will be snacks. For ages 12 years old 
and up! No registration required. 

PAJAMA STORYTIME 
Tune in on Zoom for a live Bedtime Storytime on Wednesday, 
January 18 at 7:00 p.m. We’ll have a scavenger hunt, show and tell, 
sing songs, and of course listen to some stories. Call the Library at 
626-355-7186 to register. 

ZOOM THIRD THURSDAY BOOK CLUB 
On Thursday, January 19 at 11:00 a.m. the book we are discussing 
on Zoom is The Johnstown Flood by recently deceased author 
David McCullough. Call the Library at 626-355-7186 to register.



READER’S REVIEW 

This month’s review is  
by Richard Bellikoff 
 

Under the Wave at 
Waimea 

By Paul Theroux 

At Waimea Bay on the North 
shore of Oahu, surf’s always 

up for champion big wave surfer Joe Sharkey. 
“Sharkey surfed every day,” Theroux writes, 
“swiveling on the face of a wave as though 
carving his signature on it, writing on water.” 
His celebrity has brought him product 
endorsements, access to the best parties and 
invitations to surf big waves around the globe.  

Sharkey is a creature of habit. “It had been a 
good day. He’d seen whales and had an 
inkling of their long eerie calls from under -
water. He’d spotted a green sea turtle. He’d 
surfed a monster wave at Waimea. He’d 
bought and seared an ahi steak. He’d drunk a 
beer by the light of a dazzling sunset . . . He’d 
spent many days like this. He hoped for more.” 
But his hopes collide with reality. At the age of 
62, his sponsors are deserting him and to the 
younger surfers, he’s “just another leathery 
geezer in flip-flops.” During a routine day of 
surfing at Waimea, he nearly drowns after a 
wipeout. But that’s not the end of his troubles. 

While out driving one rainy night with his 
English girlfriend Olive under the influence of 
alcohol and pakalolo weed, he accidentally 
kills a cyclist. Sharkey typically handles un -
pleasant incidents by sweeping them under 
the rug, but Olive won’t let him wallow in 
denial and self-pity. The two of them embark 
on a search for the cyclist’s identity, which 
takes them to downscale parts of their island 
paradise that they’ve never seen, including a 
homeless encampment where they’re con -
fronted by native Hawaiians’ suspicions of 
white haoles. What appears to be a detective 
mystery becomes a meditation on fame and 
mortality and a voyage of self-discovery for 
Sharkey. En route, Theroux demonstrates his 
extraordinary talent for rendering ethnic 
accents and dialects on the page. 

Theroux isn’t the only novelist to profile an 
athlete past his prime. Sharkey joins the ranks 
of John Updike’s Rabbit Angstrom, Bernard 
Malamud’s Roy Hobbs, Philip Roth’s Swede 
Levov and Leonard Gardner’s Billy Tully, but 
none of those jocks were surfers. A published 
author since the late 1960s, the prolific 
Theroux isn’t slowing down at the age of 81. 
He’s written 21 nonfiction and travel books 
and seven collections of stories, and this is his 
28th novel. Of the ones I’ve read, this is his 
best since “The Mosquito Coast.” Read it and 
you’ll discover that there’s far more to surfing 
than all those old Beach Boys songs. 

CALL # STATUS: FIC THEROUX

SOMMER LIBRARY SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 
RECIPIENTS 

Monies in the Sommer Library Scholarship Fund are used to help provide 
professional training and staff development for library and information 
professionals. We are grateful to the Friends and supporters who honored our 
exemplary staff by making donations during the 2022-23 fiscal year. This 
year’s recipients of awards from the Sommer Library Scholarship Fund are two 
members of the Library Staff: Shannon McDermott and Chelsea Lee. We will 
hear from our recipients next month. 
The Sommer Library Scholarship Fund was founded by John Sommer and 
Cynthia Hicks on December 31, 1991 through a deed of trust. The two former 
residents of Sierra Madre valued our Library and established the fund for the 
purpose of furthering the education of our library staff. The fund is currently 
managed by the Friends of the Sierra Madre Library and is now invested in 
The Vanguard Group. Grants from the fund are available to the library staff 
and residents of Sierra Madre who are pursuing degrees in library technology 
certification or an MLIS degree.  
If you would like to donate to this fund, make out a check to The Friends of the 
Sierra Madre Library, write “Sommer Library Scholarship Fund” in the memo line, 
and mail your check to The Friends of the Sierra Madre Library, PO Box 334, 
Sierra Madre, CA 91025. Your donation is tax-exempt and our gratitude is 
heartfelt. We are grateful for your consideration and your donations. 

BEST USED BOOK SALE 
The Book Sale committee had a very productive and successful December. 
Many thanks to Wendy Senour and Barbara Bellano who organized the Silent 
Auction in the Library display case with help from Donna Howard who 
coordinated the display. Proceeds from the auction were $545.00.  
The December Book Sale was very well attended and earnings were 
$2,275.30. Together with sales at the Winter Festival and Snowflake 
Community Gathering, the Internet sales and the Library Cart, we have earned 
a total of $5,370.21 in the 8 weeks since the October sale. Yippee!  
Many, many thanks go to our volunteers and all the Friends who donate such 
lovely books. We’ll be back accepting donations on Tuesday, January 3. 

PARTNERS PROGRAM 
Happy New Year!! As you may know, I am a long-time member of the Pasadena 
Tournament of Roses, so the new year brings me all different kinds of excitement – 
we will have a beautiful parade, the joy we bring to the world every new year and 
kicking off the new year in such a positive way. This year's Parade theme is "Turning 
the Corner,” and I remain to be awed by how our Library "turned the corner" over 
the past two years – to come from the trying times of the pandemic, to have 
persevered through such adversity, and yet never faltering in its commitment to our 
community. Our Library has turned that corner time and time again and it has done 
so with grace, tenacity and hard work! And of course, none of it is possible if it wasn't 
for the commitment our Partners show us time and time again! 
To all of our Partners that renewed this year – THANK YOU again for your 
support! To all of the new Partners we welcomed to our family this year – THANK 
YOU for your choice to support such a valuable asset to our community. 
WELCOME and thank you to our three newest Partners- Rachelle Arizamendi, 
Kendra Hampton and Shannon Murphy; and to Toni & Bob Buckner and Javier 
Ho for your recent renewal. As we all "Turn the Corner" this New Year - commit 
to embrace each new possibility, consider becoming a Partner if you haven't 
already joined, and take joy in being a part of creating those possibilities! 

MARY TUMILTY FUND 
The Mary Tumilty Fund continues to grow! This last quarter has seen generous 
donations that has helped support Mary’s longtime love of the Library and its 
continuity. A very special thank you to Liz Bogaert and to Cynthia Villani, 
Mary’s daughter, who continues to support our Library through Mary’s Fund 
with her incredibly generous donations! Thank you, thank you, thank you!!! 

GENERAL FUND DONATIONS 
We’d like to thank all those who added the Friends to their holiday gift lists and 
made donations to the General Fund: Helen Gronquist, John Beckett, Marsha 
Saracco, Tania Makshanoff, Thomas Ward and Henry Korn.  
Monies in the General Fund are used to purchase and replenish books, 
software, and other resource items and to fund the Library’s many outreach 
programs. If you would like to make a tax-exempt donation to this fund, make 
out a check to the Friends of the Sierra Madre Library, write “General Fund” in 
the memo line, and mail your check to the Friends of the Sierra Madre Library, 
PO Box 334, Sierra Madre, CA 91025. We are grateful for your support. 

LIBRARY DISPLAY CASE 
The Library’s display case will continue to feature staff selected book titles 
published in the last three years for your winter reading enjoyment.  

LIBRARY CLOSED ON MONDAY, JANUARY 16 
The Library will be closed on Monday, January 16 to observe Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day.  



EVERY MONDAY    10:00 A.M.                   IN-PERSON STORYTIME 
MEMORIAL PARK 

EVERY THURSDAY  9:00 A.M.                     IN-PERSON BABY 
RHYME TIME 
MEMORIAL PARK 

JANUARY 3-31                                             SNOWFLAKE HUNT 

JANUARY 3             ALL DAY                      DROP IN WINTER ART 

JANUARY 3             ALL WEEK                   WALK THIS WAY STORY 
ADVENTURE 

JANUARY 4             4:00 P.M.                     BOARD LIBRARY 
TEENS 

JANUARY 6             10:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.  FAMILY FORT 
BUILDING 

JANUARY 7             11:00 A.M.                    CRAFT IT!: WINTER 
WARMER BEAR 

JANUARY 7             12 NOON                     DIGITAL SERVICES 
MEET & GREET 

JANUARY 11            4:00 P.M.                     TEEN SNACKCHAT 

JANUARY 11            6:00 P.M.                     CRICUT WORKSHOP 

JANUARY 12           3:30 P.M.                     TAILS & TALES 

JANUARY 14           9:00 A.M.                     MEDITATION MORNING 

JANUARY 16           LIBRARY CLOSED     MARTIN LUTHER KING 
JR DAY 

JANUARY 17           ALL WEEK                   WALK THIS WAY STORY 
ADVENTURE 

JANUARY 18           4:00 P.M.                     ANIME AFTERNOON 

JANUARY 18           7:00 P.M.                     PAJAMA STORYTIME 

JANUARY 18           7:00 P.M.                     FRIENDS BOARD 
MEETING 

JANUARY 19           11:00 A.M.                    ZOOM 3RD THURSDAY 
BOOK CLUB 

JANUARY 21           12:00 NOON               3D PRINTING BASICS  

JANUARY 23           5:00 P.M.                     LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
MEETING 

JANUARY 23           6:00 P.M.                     SEWING MACHINE 
BASICS 

JANUARY 24          6:00 P.M.                     3D PRINTING 
WORKSHOP 

JANUARY 25          2:00 P.M.                     SEWING MACHINE 
BASICS 

JANUARY 28          1:00-3:00 P.M.             MUSIC AND 
MINDFULNESS 

JANUARY 30          ALL WEEK                   WALK THIS WAY STORY 
ADVENTURE 

JANUARY 30          3:30 P.M.                     PIXELATED ART

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JANUARY CALENDAR

THE FRIENDS OF THE SIERRA MADRE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
P.O. BOX 334, SIERRA MADRE, CA 91025 

www.sierramadrelibraryfriends.org

Read, Discover, Connect @ Sierra Madre Public Library

Sierra Madre Public Library 
440 W. Sierra Madre Blvd. 

Sierra Madre (626) 355-7186 
TEXT (626) 662-1254 

www.cityofsierramadre.com/services/library/ 

LIBRARY HOURS 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 

Thursdays 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 
Saturdays 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

Closed Fridays, Sundays and Holidays


